
How To Set Up Your Blog Using Kidblog.org 
 
 
 
Kidblog.org is a great blogging tool for students.  It does not require student email addresses 
and it is easy to monitor. It can be kept completely private.  
 

Step 1: Set up your account: 
 
1. Go to http://kidblog.org/home/ 
2. Click on “Create a class”. 
3. Fill out the required information (example shown below)

 
4. Click on “Create Class” to create a class.” 
YOU SHOULD NOW BE ON YOUR CONTROL PANEL which defaults to your Dashboard. 
 

  

http://kidblog.org/home.php
http://kidblog.org/home/
http://kidblog.org/home/


Step 2: Settings: The most important step! 
 
1.  On the menu bar at the top, choose “Settings.” 
2.  Under “General,” see the name of your blog as it will appear (you can change if you like), and 
the URL of the blog. Make a note of this! 
3. Don’t change the Theme at this point. 
4. Change the Time Zone because the default is for Chicago. Choose New York. 
5. Be sure once you have made your changes, choose “Save” at the bottom. 
6.  Go to the “Themes” tab and choose a theme that you like. You can always change this at a 
later time if you like. Make sure to pick “Save and activate.” 
7. Go to the “Widgets” tab.  Check the only the “Show the Blogroll Widget” for now. Others can 
be added later, but keep it simple to start. 
8. Go to the “Posts” tab. Choose the following:  

• Who may read: users in the following class (yours will be listed) 
• Admin/teacher must approve posts 
• If you want to get an email each time a student posts, check that box. 
• Show “List View” 
• Sort by “Date Modified” 
• Allow students to upload media 

Save those changes. 
9.  Go to the “Comments” tab. Choose the following: 

• Who may leave comments? Users in the following class (yours will be listed) 
• Comment Approval: check that box so you approve comments before they go live. 
• Check the email box if you want to get an email each time a student comments. 
• Enable Threaded Comments (2 deep) 

Save changes! 
10. Go to the Users tab and check the following:  

• Moderators are allowed to edit posts and comments (both boxes checked) 
• Uncheck the box that allows students to edit their profile. You may want to allow this 

later, but start out with it unchecked! 
Save changes.  
 

  



Step 3: Add Users (your students) 
1.  Click on “Add new users.” 
2. Type in each student’s first name and initial of last name.  ex. John S. 
3. Use the student’s ID for their password.  
4.  Role is Student.  
5. Click button “Add new user”. Continue until you have input your class list. 
(Note: you might want to add a “Sample Student” to your class list so that you can try things 
out as a student.) 
 

Step 4:  Visit your blog!   
Click on “Go to class blogs” at the top right or click on your name on the upper left. Both will 
show you how your blog looks. 
To return to the Dashboard, click on Control Panel at the upper right. 
 
Do you want to change the name of your blog? 
You cannot change the URL of your class blog once you have set it up, but you can change the 
name. 
1. On your Control panel/dashboard, go to “Settings”. 
2. Choose the “General” tab. 
3. Next to “Class title” type in the name you want displayed for this class. 
4. Click “Save changes” at the bottom. 
 

Step 5: Get started blogging! 
Once you set up a class, Kidblog automatically posts a sample post on your behalf. You will want 
to change this. 
1. Click on “All blogs” to see your blog. 
2. Click on the first post “Welcome to Kidblog.org!” 
3. Click on “Edit” and edit your first post. When you are done, click on the blue “Update” button 
to the right. 
 

Step 6: Start your students blogging! 
1.  Show students that each one of them has their own blog that is listed in the “blogroll.” 
2.  The student Dashboard is much simpler than the teacher dashboard. They will be able to write a 
post, review posts and view comments. 
3. When students write a post, the button allows them to “Submit for Review,” since we have set the 
blog up so that the posts and comments must be approved by the teacher before they go live. That 
means that they will not see each other’s posts and comments until you approve. If you find this annoying 



and feel that you can trust your students to post only appropriate posts and comments, you can go back 
to the Settings and change those settings. See Step 2 above. 
4. Note that teachers can comment PRIVATELY to their students. That way, you can provide feedback 
on writing, grammar, etc. without the entire class seeing your comments to your students.   
 

Step 7: If you like, start blogging with other classes! 
Since we will have multiple classes in the district blogging, it will be great to blog with another 
class either in your own school or in one of the other schools.   Here is how you set that up: 

• Go to Settings, then 
• Comments, then 
• Under "Who may leave comments on posts?", check off "Users in the following 

classes" 
• Cut and paste the URL of the other class blog. (you will have communicated with the 

other teacher in advance about this, so you will have that URL.) 
• Then, click "add" and at the bottom, click Save settings. 
• Do the same for Posts. 


